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ROBERTO ROSSELLINI FILM SERIES AT THE CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART 

Five films by the great Italian film director Roberto Rossellini (I906- 
1977) are being shown at The Cleveland Museum of Art on Wednesday nights in 
March. The five films were made during an important but little-known period 
in Rossellini’s career, the years between 1947 and 1950. Shown at 8 pm in one 
of the Museum auditoriums, all are free and open to the public. 

Roberto Rossellini burst on the international film scene in I945 with 
Open City , a searing story of war-torn Rome that he directed in a 
revolutionary semi-documentary style. Although many know Rossellini as one of 
the fathers of Italian neorealism, few know how wide-ranging are the subjects 
and styles of his other films during this three-year period. 

The first film in the Museum series, Germany. Year Zero (1947), is set in 
postwar Berlin, its central figure a corrupted teenager charged with 
"eliminating the weak" who chooses his sickly father as one of those to be 
killed. The next year, in 1948, Rossellini directed Anna Magnani— who had 
made such a powerful Impression in Open City — in L’Amore , two short pieces 
that demonstrated her dramatic and emotional range. Both of its stories are 
about love, the first based on a Jean Cocteau play and consisting of a long 
painful telephone monologue from a woman to a former lover, the second 
Federico Fellini's story of a dim-witted peasant girl who believes that her 
illegitimate child is the son of God. 

From L ’ Amore . Rossellini moved immediately to an experimental comic 
fantasy that is also a meditation on the nature of cinema. The Machine to 
Kill Bad People (1948) features a photographer with a magic camera who 
"shoots" all the evil-doers in an Italian village. 
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This brief three-year span also saw the beginnings of Rossellini's most 
controversial period, the so-called "Bergman years," when he began living and 
working with Ingrid Bergman. Their first collaboration, Stromboli (1949), is 
about a young wife's difficulty adjusting to her fisherman husband's crude way 
of life. Originally roasted by the critics, as much for Rossellini's and 
Bergman's scandalous affair as the for the film's content and style, Stromboli 
is now recognized as having established a new tone of spiritual dignity in 
Rossellini's films. That tone carried over to his next project, the revered 
but rarely shown Flowers of St. Francis (1950), a simple telling of the life 
of St. Francis. Both films are distinguished by Rossellini’s concern with 
truth, purity, and sainthood, first hinted at in L'Amore and forever after an 
essential part of his film work. 

Mar. 2 - Germany, Year Zero, France/Germany, 1947. Directed by Roberto 

Rossellini. B&W. German with subtitles. 75 min. In postwar Berlin a 
corrupted teenager charged with "eliminating the weak" targets his sickly 
father for destruction. 

Mar. 9 - L’Amore, Italy, 1948. Directed by Roberto Rossellini. With Anna 
Magnani. B&W. Subtitles. 69 min. Two-part film. Part One ("A Human 
Voice") is based on a Cocteau play and consists of a long, painful 
telephone monologue from a woman to her former lover. Part Two ("The 
Miracle"), co-written by and co-starring Federico Fellini, tells of a 
dim-witted peasant girl who believes that her illegitimate child is the 
son of God. 

Mar. 16 - The Machine To Kill Bad People, Italy, 1948. Directed by Roberto 
Rossellini. B&W. Subtitles. 80 min. In a small Italian village, a 
photographer possessing a magic camera that petrifies and eliminates its 
subjects decides to "shoot" all malefactors. 

Mar. 23 - Stromboli, Italy, 1949. Directed by Roberto Rossellini. With 

Ingrid Bergman. In English. 107 min. Uncut version of the famous drama 
about a young wife's inability to adjust to her fisherman husband's crude 
lifestyle. Shown in Gartner Auditorium. 

Mar. 30 - Flowers of St. Francis, Italy, 1950. Directed by Roberto 

Rossellini. B&W. Subtitles. 8l min. Celebrated dramatization of the 
simple, enlightened life of St. Francis of Assisi. 
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